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Western Civilization I (9th grade) History Class Syllabus


Teacher Contact Information

Lyndsey Nauman
Room: 205
Office hours: 8am-4pm M-F
Email: Lyndsey.Nauman@stjca.org (please allow 24 hours for response)
Phone number: TBD
Website: TBD
Remind code: TBD

Textbook: 

There is no textbook for this class, instead primary source materials will be provided to the students throughout the year for reading, analysis, and historical writing purposes. Students will be expected to file these materials in their history folders.

Course Description and Goals
This course introduces western civilization from pre-history to the fall of the Roman Empire. Topics include ancient Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, mythology, religion, and society. Upon completion, students should be able to analyze significant political, socioeconomic, and cultural developments in early western civilization. Students will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology by mastering the knowledge of historical narrative of Western Civilization from pre-history to the fall of Rome; interpret and apply data from original documents; use historical data to support generalizations and interpretations; and effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, and comparison. 
Grading:  
· 40% Tests
· 40% Papers
· 15% Class work and homework
· 5% Class Participation and Preparedness 

Tests will be given at the end of every unit and are cumulative.

This class will be Writing Intensive. Students will be practicing their historical writing daily in a journal. They will also be responsible for a short 1-2 page paper biweekly with the prompt given Monday and the paper due the following Friday. At the end of the course, students will complete a research paper of 3-5 pages in length about a topic covered during the year. Topics will be discussed in Spring Semester and must be approved by Mrs. Nauman.
Papers may be graded by both Mrs. Nauman for historical content and an English teacher for grammar and quality. By allowing this cross-curricular cooperation, we ensure that the curriculum does not create unrealistic expectations for the students.

Classroom Policies and Procedures
1. Papers are due at the beginning of class on the Due Date.  If you turn your paper in late, your grade will be docked by one full grade including weekends.

Each of your papers must:
1. Be Stapled
2. Be double-spaced
3. Be in 12-pt Times New Roman Font    
4. Be Word-processed
5. Meet the length requirement
6. Be Spell-Checked (do not rely heavily on your program’s Grammar Check)	
7. Use MLA Pagination and Format    
8. Have all outside sources cited internally and in the Works Cited page (when applicable)

2. GRADING SCALE

	Grade
	% Range
	Quality Points
	Description

	A
	90-100%
	4.0
	Outstanding Progress/Mastery
Work exceeds the requirements of the assignment at an exemplary level. Work demonstrates independence, good judgment, thoroughness, and originality. Assessment is clear, coherent, interesting, understands the needs of the audience, and demonstrates mastery of the conventions explored through this course.

	B
	80-89%
	3.0
	Above Average Progress/Mastery
Work meets the requirements of the assignment and is progressing towards mastery. Work is interesting and complete, showing firm understanding, and good judgment. May need some improvement in terms of organization or focus, but is mechanically sound and conveys the student’s ideas/understanding in an effective manner.

	C
	70-79%
	2.0
	Proficiency (Competence)
Work just meets the requirements of the assignment. Writing/assessment is rough, conveying the student’s ideas/understanding, but lacks focus, thoroughness, or contains errors to a distracting extent. Shows a basic understanding of conventions but mastery of skill is still lacking.

	D
	60-69%
	1.0
	Passing
Work is disorganized and falls short of the requirements of the assignment. Work does not properly address the assignment or fails to adhere to grammatical and structural standards. Poorly organized and shows little understanding of concept presented.

	F
	0-59%
	0
	Failing
Work does not address the assignment. Understanding is unclear and shows no understanding of the concept presented.



3. CLASS PARTICIPATION: To facilitate critical thinking, reading, and writing, I encourage dialogue and argument; thus, all thoughtful comments will be entertained. The rule here is simple: show respect.

4. ATTENDANCE: Daily attendance is essential for the learning process. In my class, your success depends on the quality of your work and your participation. Students will not be allowed to leave the classroom once class has started except in the case of an emergency. Students will be given three bathroom passes per quarter; once they are used, the teacher can refuse the student’s request. 

*Please review student handbook for the policy regarding excused absences and make-up work.  

5. PARENT CONTACT AND CONFERENCES: I welcome parent and student conferences. When a parent conference is requested, please keep in mind that all teachers from the upper school will be notified and may attend. Any correspondence that is sent home with a student from Mrs. Nauman will be in a sealed envelope. 

6. LATE PAPERS: All assignments are due at the beginning of class in class; anything turned in later is considered late. For every day late, your essay will lose ten points, including weekends. All other assignments will be given a zero. You will not be able to make up the assignment for half or partial credit. 

7. ACADEMIC HONESTY: St. Johns Classical Academy takes academic dishonesty, or plagiarism, very seriously. Using someone else’s work as your own without careful citation is always unethical and, at times, illegal; conversely, letting someone else use your work is also unethical. Academic dishonesty is a serious offense and will result in your receiving a zero for the plagiarized assignment. Please refer to your Family and Student Handbook pages 44-45, if you have any further questions.  

8. RULES WORTH REMEMBERING: I believe you are all responsible individuals and will know how to behave in a classroom. That said, I expect you to treat everyone with kindness and respect. Below please find my classroom procedures: 

1. Arrive to class on time and ready to learn. 
2. Bring all required assignments and materials to class each day.
3. If there is a Bell Ringer, work on it immediately.
4. Follow instructions the first time they are given.
5. Any books or materials not in use must be placed under your desks.
6. Treat EVERYONE with respect.
7. Raise your hand before speaking.
8. Do not speak out or raise your hand when others are speaking. 
9. Respect all ideas given in class and do not criticize anybody's ideas or thoughts. 
10. Participate responsibly in classroom activities and discussions. 
11. Take effective notes to prepare for tests and essays. 
12. Always stay on task.
13. Clean up after yourself.
14. Pack up to leave after teacher has granted you permission to do so.
15. Leave when dismissed, not when it’s time to go.  
16. Always do your very best!


Course Outline

**Syllabus is subject to change at teacher’s discretion

FIRST SEMESTER
Early History of Mesopotamia and the Mediterranean
· Early civilizations: agriculture, writing, political organization
· Creation and Flood Myths: Epic of Gilgamesh, Genesis
· The Hebrews
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bronze Age Mediterranean: Minoans, Mycenaeans

Egypt
· Beginnings of Egypt
· Nile River Basin
· Unification
· Dynasties
· Pyramids, Pharaohs, Mythology

Greece
· Archaic Greece: city states and origins of the polis
· Mediterranean geography
· Persian War
· Classical Greece: government, religion, art, theater, Olympic games
· Peloponnesian and Trojan Wars
· Greek Philosophy: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle

SECOND SEMESTER
Greece (cont.)
· Alexander the Great and the Rise of Macedon
· The Hellenistic Period

Rome
· The Roman Regal Period: The founding of Rome
· Roman Republic: Republican institutions, military, people, expansion
· Punic Wars
· Roman Civil Wars
· Christianity and the Early Christian Church
· Roman Empire: engineering, emperors, histories
· Decline and fall of the Western Empire














PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO THE TEACHER




As the parent/guardian of _____________________________, I acknowledge that by signing this page I am verifying that I have read the syllabus and the procedures and understand the consequences listed within the pages.  



_____________________________                                               ____________________
Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                             Date


Please list any special concerns you would like me to know about your child:







Parent/Guardian Phone Number(s):



Parent/Guardian Email(s):





If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
Lyndsey.Nauman@stjca.org
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